
Patterdale Parish 

Community Flood Plan

April 2016 - Version 6

GETTING THERE



Area Flood Groups ςRob Shephard

Jon Holdsworth
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Community Flood Group Organisation Structure
Patterdale Parish Community Flood Group

Cumbria Flood Partnership

Resilience and Emergency Planning Team
Jon Holdsworth / Fra Cooke

Property Flood Defences
Paul Turner / Dennis Henderson

Beck, Gulley, Drain and Culvert Maintenance Programme
Carl Scrivens / Kevin Jackson

ERT
Simon Johnson

EDC
Jane Langston

LDNP
Suzy Hankin

NT
Steve Dowson

Natural England
TBC

EA
Howard Lawton

CCC
TBC

Deepdale
Chris Brown

Glencoyne
Steve Dowson

Grisedale
James Sowerby

Glenridding
Steve Sykes

Hartsop
Robert Wear

Patterdale
Kevin Jackson

Upstream River, Beck and Land Management
Danny Teasdale

Greenside
Suzy Hankin

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƭƻƻŘ DǊƻǳǇ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΧΦ

Carl Scrivens, Danny Teasdale, Kevin Jackson, Jon Holdsworth, Fra Cooke, Steve Sykes, Robert Wear, Mary 
Lightfoot, Paul Turner, Chris Brown, James Sowerby, Rob Shephard, Suzy Hankin (LDNP)

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ wƻō лттст тфпннрΧ

ACTion
Hellen Aitken



Community Flood Plan Objectives

Sort out the 
mess we 
have now

Try and Stop 
it happening 

again

If it does 
happen then 
be prepared

1. Current 
Recovery

2. Future
Planning

3. Future 
Resilience
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¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻΧΧΦ



Community Flood Plan Tasks
1. Set up a Community Flood Group with volunteers from all 

areas of the community and input from key agencies

2. Confirm problem areas, and for each identify what 
happened, why, what has been done, what still needs to be 
done and what needs to be done on a regular basis to make 
ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ again

3. Agree these actions with the landowner, EA and other 
relevant agencies, secure the necessary funding, get the 
immediate stuff done, get sign off on regular maintenance 
work and commitment to future projects where required

4. Set up ongoing monitoring and emergency plans for future 
events 4



December Floods Timeline ςFirst 7 Days
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Friday 
Dec 4th

Sat
Dec 5th

Sun
Dec 6th

Mon
Dec 7th

Tues
Dec 8th

Wed
Dec 9th

Thurs 
Dec 10th

Met  Office 
warning issued for 
Storm Desmond

3.5 inches of 
rain at 
Gillside

8 inches of 
rain at 
Gillside

Glenridding 
Beck burst 
in village 
c.20:00

30 sandbags 
delivered to 
Glenridding

c.14:00

Goldrill 
Bridge burst 

c.23:00

Pooley 
Bridge 

Collapses
c.16:00

Vodafone 
Mast offline 

c.21:00

Local Volunteers 
start clearing 

Glenridding Bridge
c.10:00

A592 from 
the north 

inaccessible 
c.17:00

A592 from 
the south 

inaccessible 
c.17:00

External 
Landlines 

Offline c.17:00

A592 from 
the south 
accessible 

c.07:00

A592 from 
the north 
accessible 

c.15:00

Glenridding to Patterdale Road Flooded

Beckside 
construction 
arrive from 

Hartsop c.14:00

Water Cut 
Off/ 

Contaminated

Village Clean Up I

Army 
Arrives with 

Food & 
Water
c.23:00

Glenridding 
Beck burst 
again in 
village 
c.19:00

Village Clean Up 2

Vodafone 
Mast online 

c.16:00

External 
Landlines 
Restored 

22:00

Key Recovery Jobs Done

Dredge Glenridding Beck 
in the village and down 
to the Lake

Clear Beck at Gillside 
and reinforce bank 
under landslips

Reinstate roads to 
Steamers and Sailing 
Centre

Dredge Grisedale Beck 
from PHE to beck mouth

Clear beck and stabilise 
bank in Grisedale Valley 
(x2)

Reinforce beck bank 
behind Lanefoot 
cottages

Dredge beck at Cow 
Bridge Hartsop

Clear drains and culverts

Domestic Flood Impact
At least 70 properties and businesses in 
the Parish directly affected by flood 
damage ςranging from the catastrophic 
to the marginal. Some properties flooded 
up to 3 times at Grisedale Bridge
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Community Flood Plan - Progress to Date 
Å Draft list of key issues and actions produced (Community Flood Plan version 5)

ÅWebsite created (www.parishfloodgroup.org)

Å Discussions held with other communities with existing flood groups (Stockdalewath, Talybont)

Å Discussions held with National Flood Forum and request for assistance on resilience work made

Å Initial community meeting held 29th January at Patterdale School

Å Meeting held with EA, National Trust, LDNP, Eden Rivers Trust & Natural England to agree approach

Å Area Flood Group meetings held at Rookings (Patterdale), Grisedale Bridge and Glenridding

Å Regular attendance at Eden Flood Recovery Forum

Å Attendance at last Cumbria Flood Partnership (CFP) Meeting

Å Attendance at Upstream Water Mgt workshop of CFP

Å Ongoing negotiation with EA on Glenridding Beck Wall repair and Jenkins Field 

Å Ongoing discussion with EDC on Jenkins Field

Å Ongoing discussions with LDNP on Car Park, TIC, Footpaths etc

Å Ongoing discussions with National Trust on repair work needed on NT Land and also on water 
management in other areas of the Dale

Å Ongoing discussions with Eden Rivers Trust on work

Å Ongoing discussions with EDC on flood recovery work, resilience grant applications, and potential funding

Å Ongoing discussions with CCC/Highways on drainage work, road repair and tree work

ÅhƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǊŜΥ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΧΦΦ

http://www.parishfloodgroup.org/
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Community Flood Plan ςKey Issues

ÅInter-agency cooperation & communication ςwith 
each other and the community

ÅFuture of Jenkins Field

ÅTimetable for repair of Glenridding Beck Wall

ÅFunding for repairs not covered by 
insurance/resilience grants (egLanefoot)

ÅDEFRA agreement on protection of HLS payments 
where flood protection work required upstream

ÅSimple, single & speedy consent for beck work now 
and in the future

ÅFunding for current project and future maintenance 
tasks



Future Planning ςSome Possible Key Principles

1. Upstream in all the valleys - try and slow the flow, store overspill, 
and absorb as much as possible

2. Downstream keep the capacity levels high to allow quick outflow 
into the lake, and make sure the beck walls are high enough and 
strong enough

3. Downstream as a general rule trees on the bank are good (but 
should be pollarded), trees in the beck are bad

4. Remove gravel only at key laying points, to agreed levels, using 
agreed process at agreed times!

5. Regular clearance of all drains and culverts

6. Take control for maintenance locally where possible
8



Team Leaders - Jon Holdsworth / Fra Cooke
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Resilience Team



Resilience Team Update
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The dale is being divided up in to six designated flood areas.  We hope to appoint two or more flood wardensto look after each area

The wardens will help set up and maintain systems for their specific area  including:
Å Buddy systemto look after vulnerable people
Å Cascade communication systemto more easily disseminate information
Å Inspection regimes on water courses and pathsto help monitor conditions, spot problems early, and recognise danger signs that can act as 

triggers (eg: beck height)
Å Action plansto follow in the event of a trigger point being reached
Å Helping organise and maintain equipment and locate strategicallypositioned storage for it

We are compiling a definitive inventory of emergency equipmentǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƭƭ-year-round

Communications resilienceis being looked at by Graeme Connacher and Martin Butcher with the intention of setting up satellite links at key 
strategic locations. These will need generator back up and if anybody already has and maintains a generator and is willing tohave satellite comms 
then please contact Graeme

We are compiling a list of emergency contacts, and looking in to how our flood plan can work alongside and actually help the police, EA, LDNPA, 
PMRA, HA etc

We are also compiling a list of contractors and key local peoplethat can help in an emergency 

We are looking in to the potential for a ΨtǊŜǎǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩrole to organise liaisons with the media better and make sure that the correct messages are 
sent out to maximise benefit and minimise impact on the dale

We are liaising with the Health Centreto see if we can help monitor, look after and distribute medicines to vulnerable people in the event of any 
emergency

We are liaising with businesses ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƻƻǇ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ Ψƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
not need community support for any emergency preparations in a flood situation



Resilience Plan ςSome Ideas

Set up emergency supply centres at Glenridding Village Hall, Patterdale 
aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ wŜǎŎǳŜ ŀƴŘ IƻǿŜ DǊŜŜƴ CŀǊƳ IŀǊǘǎƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ άCƭƻƻŘ 
aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭǎέ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘΦ 9ǉǳƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊΣ ŦǳŜƭΣ ǎŀƴŘΣ 

sandbags, water

11

Issue Cause Solution Responsibility

Loss of Mobile Phone 

Signal

Electricity outage at Glenridding Hotel where 

mast is

Have back up power source for the mast Graeme M and Martin B

Loss of Landline Signal Pooley Bridge collapse Have separate comms from Mountain Rescue to 

the outside world

Graeme M and Martin B

Loss of water Pumping station underwater at Haweswater Ensure resilience at the pumping station and have 

supplies of bottled water

United Utilities and 

Community Flood 

Group

Loss of power General outage although not for long Ensure resilience and have generators in key pointsCommunity Flood 

Group

Lack of Sandbags Council stretched and only delivered 30 on day 1Ensure supply of sand and empty sandbags (plastic 

not hessian) at key points

Community Flood 

Group

Roads cut-off Underwater from Aira Force to Glenridding and 

Glenridding to Patterdale

See long term plan - empty culverts & drains on 

regular basis

Highways and Council

No idea who to call Lack of information Emergency contact list for all residents - paper copy 

in homes plus on web, list of vulnerable residents, 

designated helpers etc. Local command & control

Community Flood 

Group

No proper warning of 

impact

Lack of agreed levels of beck, rainfall etc which 

are a "threat"

Agree and monitor beck levels, rainfall levels and 

define threat and action levels

Community Flood 

Group

Homes & Businesses 

unprotected

Lack of flood defences for most homes and 

villages

Assist all home and business owners with most 

effective way to spend their £5k flood prevention 

grant and pool where necessary

Community Flood 

Group



Team Leader ςDanny Teasdale
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Upstream  Team



Upstream Team Update
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Progress To Date

Å Attendance at CFP Upstream Mitigation Workshop

Å Discussions held with NT Geomorphologist

Å Ongoing discussions with ERT on their involvement

Å Visit arranged to Ennerdale for 29th Feb

Key Open Issues

Å Need to pilot an upstream area ςsuggestion Deepdale

Å Need confirmation from DEFRA that any upstream work will 
not impact existing HLS agreements
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Eden Rivers Trust Zoned Approach



Team Leaders ςCarl Scrivens / Kevin Jackson
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Maintenance  Team
































































